
Lesson 4:   Review of Matthew 3 & 4: John the Baptist; Jesus‟ Baptism and Temptations    

John The Baptist  

John was the last Old Testament prophet assigned with the task of being the immediate forerunner of 
Jesus. Matthew‟s summary of John‟s purpose and mission is pale but sufficient in comparison to the 
Gospel of Luke‟s colorful portrait of this great prophet/forerunner. Matthew‟s gospel satisfies our basic 
“need to know” about John as the forerunner of Jesus by telling us plainly, “…John the Baptist came…” 
(3:1) and, “Then Jesus came…” (3:13). In the most matter of fact way Matthew makes plain that John had 
to come first as predicted in Scripture (Isaiah 40:3)! 

Matthew‟s gospel reveals two distinct works, namely John came to preach the “law of repentance” and 
Jesus came to remove the penalty and power of sin. John could effectively call people to “turn around, 
change your way of thinking about God” (repentance). John could prepare the way for Christ. John could 
receive confession of sins and he could point the way to Christ but He couldn‟t actually forgive sins. He 
could baptize people but he could not baptize with the Holy Spirit (give power to repent/turn from sin). In 
other words he couldn‟t save anyone or change anyone. But he was faithful to consistently point to Jesus, 
who alone satisfies our sin debt (see John 1:29). We had sinned, failing miserably and completely, but 
Jesus succeeded for us, satisfying God‟s holy requirement for righteousness through His sinless life and 
His sacrificial death on our behalf!  

In short, Matthew presents Jesus as the only one who can effectually satisfy Righteousness, forgive sins, 
and give power to repent and live a life pleasing to God. See Matthew 9:1-8 and 26:28 to see the 
effectual power of Jesus‟ word and work to forgive sins.  

Jesus Is Baptized 

Matthew quotes John the Baptist speaking about two baptisms in 3:11. Let‟s look at John‟s baptism first.  

John baptism was a “water” baptism and was preparatory. In other words he baptized people with water 
who responded to preaching which demanded repentance—an acknowledgment of sin‟s presence in their 
lives and their need for forgiveness. John‟s baptism prepared people for the coming of God‟s kingdom 
(3:2), which was coming in the person of Jesus Christ. 

John tells us that Jesus‟ baptism would be that of “the Holy Spirit and with fire”. This is a profound 
baptism! A Spiritual baptism with spiritual power for the transformation of our lives! In other words, Jesus 
will make us a new creation through the power of the Holy Spirit. And this transformation will be radical—
an all-consuming, as if by “fire” changed life! This is an awesome baptism compared to John‟s baptism!!  

We practice the baptism of believers with water. Indeed, it does symbolize an inward work. But God 
ministers His grace and power through baptism! As we go down into the waters of baptism we are 
baptized into Christ‟s death. And when we are raised out of the water we are raised into His life through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. (For more, see Romans 6:1-4 and Colossians 2:12.) 

But why was Jesus baptized? He told a reluctant John in Matthew 3:15 that, “this is to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Can you think of a more humble way for Jesus to “go down” with sinners? He who is 
without sin so identified with sinners through His baptism just as later he identified with sinners by 
becoming a curse by hanging on a cross between two thieves. From His birth to His baptism and to His 
cross of execution He took the form of a servant and our behalf in every way!(see Philippians 2:1-11)!)  

How did He fulfill all righteousness through this act of baptism? First, by doing this He was declaring that 
He, the Messiah, would “do” the entire will of God perfectly. He would fulfill the law demands of God on 
our behalf. Second, Jesus transformed John‟s water baptism into a baptism of the Spirit. Water baptism 
would continue, to be sure, but in the context of the Spirit who gives power to those being baptized into 
the faith of Jesus to be doers of righteousness!  

Finally in Matthew 3:17 we hear the Father‟s voice. He gives His public approval of His Son. F. Bruner 
writes, “The Father here declares, „In this Jesus, my Son, is everything I want to say, reveal and do, and 
everything I want people to hear, see and believe.” This statement from the Father to Son should firmly 
set the centrality of Christ in your own heart and mind! Is Christ the central focus of your life? 

Jesus Is Tempted 

The three temptations in Matthew 4:1-11 are appeals by the devil to Jesus‟ flesh (cravings, 1 Jn.2:16), His 
position as Son of God (pride of life, 1 Jn. 2:16) and desires (lust of the eyes, 1 Jn. 2:16). He was tempted 
as we are to satisfy felt needs, to act on our felt privileges, and to shift worship from God to other 
interests. 

But note well how Jesus overcame. First, he continued focusing his affections or intellect upon God rather 
than the thing set before Him. And, Second, He lived in subjection to the Word of God.  

How have you guarded your heart and mind? Would you pray for grace to follow the Way of Jesus? 

 



You may use, copy and distribute these lessons without cost to you.  © James Pursley and Sovereign Christ Bible Fellowship, 2011 

Questions for Matthew 5: Sermon on the Mount, Pt. 1 

1. From the notes on page 1, A) what impressed and/or helped you? B) What was new to  you that 

caused you to know  and love God better? 

 

 

2. Read Matthew 5:1-10. Define the following words as they are used in the verses. Use the verses in 

parenthesis to help you. A) 5:3, “poor in spirit” (Isaiah 57:15; Lk. 18:9-14; 2 Cor. 3:5) B) 5:4 “mourn” (Ps. 

38:1-10; 2 Cor. 7:8-10) C) 5:5, “meek” not weak (Mt. 11:29; Eph.4:1-2; Titus 3:2) D) 5:6 “hunger and 

thirst” (Ps. 42:1-5; Ps. 63:1) E) 5:7 “merciful” (Proverbs 11:17; James 2:13; Luke 6:36) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Continue as in #2. F) 5:8 “pure” (1 John 1:8; Ps. 51:6; Colossians 3:1-2; James 1:8; James 4:8) G) 5:9 

“peacemakers” (Eph. 6:15; James 3:17; Hebrews 12:14) H) 5:10 “persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Pet. 

4:15)  I) Review Question 2 & 3. Which one(s) were most meaningful or challenging to you and why? 

 

 

 

 

4. A) Matthew 5:11-12. Jesus seems to take extra time on the subject of persecution (see 5:10). Why do 

you think this would be? B) 5:11-12; What is the primary reason Jesus gave for potential persecution? C) 

Matthew 5:13-16. How does Jesus describe the person who follows Him? How can you apply this to your 

life? D) Read Ephesians 5:8-14. List as many aspects and influences of “light” that you find in the 

passage. 

 

 

 

 

5. Read Matthew 5:17-48 A) From 5:17-20. What part of our Bible is Jesus referring too? What does this 

teach about His view of Scripture? B) From 5:21-48 1) Identify how many times and in which verses you 

find the phrases, “you have heard that it was said”, and “But I tell you”. 2) Jesus uses the phrase, “you 

have heard is said” to refer to their “traditional interpretation of commands in Scripture”. He then brings to 

light the “spirit” of the commands by saying, “But I tell  you”. Do you think Jesus‟ words are authoritative? 

Why or why not? 

 

 

6. From 5:17-48: Using the “beatitudes” (5:3-10), which one(s) need to become more prevalent and/or 

applied in the following scenarios and why do you think so: A) 5:21-26  B) 5:27-30 C) 5:31-32 D) 5:33-37 

E) 5:38-42 F) 5:43-48.  

 


